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which I am sure it was not; and it does not appear, in any of your original manuscripts, that it happened since. May not this possibly proceed from the osci-tancy of the writer ? To this oscitancy of the librarians we owe so many mistakes, hiatuses, lacunae, <fcc., in the ancient manuscripts. It may here be necessary to explain to you the meaning of the Oscitantes librarvi; which, I believe, you will easily take. These persons (before printing was invented) transcribed the works of authors, sometimes for their own profit, but oftener (as they were generally slaves) for the profit of their masters. In the first case, dispatch, more than accuracy, was their object; for the faster they wrote the more they got: in the latter case (observe this), as it was a task imposed on them, which they did not dare to refuse, they were idle, careless, and incorrect; not gwmg themsehes the trouble to read over what they had written. The celebrated Atticus kept a great number of these transcribing slaves, and got great sums of money by their labours.
But to return now to your fifth form, from whence I have strayed, it may be, too long: Pray what do you do in that country ? Be so kind as to give me a description of it. What Latin and Greek books do you read there ? Are your exercises, exercises of invention ? or do you still put the bad English of the psalms into bad Latin, and only change the shape of Latin verse, from long to short, and from short to long? People do not improve, singly, by travelling, but by the observations they make, and by keeping good company where they do travel. So, I hope, in your travels through the fifth form, you keep company with Horace and Cicero, among the Eomans;